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Oil supply disruptions
not expected in Hawaii

UKRAINE
UNDER SIEGE
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Clashes continue in Kyiv
as Russia targets airfields,
fuel facilities. Ad

More than 150,000
Ukrainians have fled to
neighboring countries. A5

ELECTION 2022

Money piling up
—behind candidate
rnatorial re

in gu

By Andrew Gomes

agomes@staradvemsercom

ho becomes Hawaii's next

governor will be up to

300,000 to 400,000 or so
later this year, but several
\ 1 people and organizations
really want to influence the deci-
sion.

Alook at public campaign fi-
nance reports shows that the three
current front-runners seeking the
top elected office in the state have
50 far received about 2,200 mone-
tary contributions, including indi-
vidualmaximum $6,000 deposits,

from about 220 people or organiza-
tions. .

For Klrk Caldwell, five of his
most ardent financial backers work
for condominium tower develop-
ment firm Prospac Holdings Group,
each of whom gave the maximum,
or $30,000 in all.

Vicky Cayetano’s candidacy has
attracted a concentration of $6,000
donations from four members of
the local Kosasa family most recog-
nized for establishing the ABC
Stores convenience retail chain.

And Josh Green received maxi-
mum contributions from three Ha-

waii medical marijuana businesses

But Russia is among the
state’s largest crude oil
suppliers, and its attack
on Ukraine will |
/))-‘I/‘)) ‘/"
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By Timothy Hurley

With hostilities now raging in
Ukraine and a shroud of uncer-
tainty cast over the world en-
ergy market, it's worth noting
that a significant portion of Ha-
waii is powered by Russian
crude oil.

Lk Mo,

plus the CEO ol a i{.urth, whosé
wife also gave the legal limit.

All three Democrat candi-
dates combined have taken in
$3.4 million mainly from indi-
viduals but also from compa-
nies, political action
committees and other organi-
zations.

The highest-profile Republi-
can candidate for governor so
far is Honolulu City Councilmem-
ber Heidi Tsuneyoshi, who an-
nounced her entry into the race
Tuesday.

Another Republican candidate,
Hawaii island business consultant
Paul Morgan, has reported raising
$8,500, of which $6,000 came from
arelative.

Hawaii’s primary election is
scheduled for Aug. 13, followed by
the general election Nov. 8.

Looking at who gave how much
to whom in legal reported contri-
butions provides a picture of the
visible surface of influence on poli-
ticians seeking elected office, and
the Hawaii Campaign Spending
Commission provides public ac-
cess tothat data in an effort to en-
sure that campaign donations and

Please see CAMPAIGN, A8

But even though roughly a
quarter of Hawaii's crude came
from the Russian Far East in
2021, the company that runs
the state's lone refinery says it
doesn't anticipate any disrup-
tions in supply because it can
pivot to other sources with lit-
tle problem

However, oil prices, which al-
ready have been climbing for

weeks in anticipation of the
Ukraine conflict, are expected
to continue to creep up by 20
cents to 60 cents in Hawali,
with most of the increase oc-
curring in the summer.

JOSH GREEN

31,678,895

CONTRIBUTDRS — 1,071
ERAG —-sum

“Five dollars a gallon for reg-
ular unleaded gasoline in Ha-
waii is within the realm of
possibility,” said Shahriar “Sha-
sha” Fesharaki, executive vice
chairman and managing direc-
tor of Facts Global Energy in
Honolulu.

For now, instability threatens
the global energy market as
one of the world's biggest oil
producers, Russia, pounds
away at its neighbor, Ukraine,
while the United States and its
allies search for new ways to
punish the aggressor.

Fesharaki said there will cer-

KIRK CALDWELL

$1,269399

CONTRIBUTORS
AVERAGE — $1,441

FUNDING BREAKDOWN

Three current front-runners in the Hawai gover-
nors race have raised $3.4 million through
roughly 2,200 campaign contributions to date.

HAWAII CAMPAIGN SPENDING REPORT DATA
>> csc.hawaii.gov/CFSPublic

>> hicscdata.hawaii.gov

tainly be a run-up in crude
prices with a geopolitical pre-
mium baked in,

But the question is: Will
sanctions land on Russia’s lu-
crative oil business? The Biden
Administration has said it plans
to steer clear of the energy sec-
tor to avoid passing on the pain
to the rest of the world, includ-
ing a very vulnerable Europe.

Russian oil exports reached
7 million barrels per day in
2021 — equal to nearly 10%
of global oil demand. A full

Please see GAS, A8

VICKY CAYEI‘AHO

$473199

AVERAGE — 32.132
(excludes $350,000 loan from self)

Source: Hawaii C: Spending C

s s— e (AR

P! L

N
¢

N

A%



| netic samples.
But The authors of the new

i, N R, Ry i ) e
ried out a new analysis of the  their findings are cons
genetic traces of coronavi-

s g
istent
with the scenario he and his
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riciest gasoline in the nation
n average price of $4.50 at

n attendant pumps gas at the
aco station.

5 “High inflation is a con-
cern, but you don't fight

s-  temporary supply shocks by
cutting demand,” he said.

d As of Friday, Hawaii had
the second priciest gasoline
in the nation (behind Califor-
nia) at an average price of

. $4.50 at the pump, according

t to GasBuddy, a tech com-
pany that tracks gas prices.

g-  On Oahu, the average
reached $4.44, up 1.3 cents

oly  from the day before.

up Most states should expect
to see a five- to 10-cent jump

e ingasoline prices over the
next week or two, GasBuddy

o analyst Patrick De Haan said

ec- Thursday after the Russian

id, attack.

ai- “The impact is on Ameri-

cans’ wallets,” he said. They

d will be paying more at the

; pump, evenly distributed

across much of the coun-
try”

- Claudia Rapkoch, public

affairs officer with the state

) Office of Energy, said Hawaii

i is more reliant on foreign

> di- crude oil than most states,

which is why it should step

h up its focus on developing

locally produced energy, in-

{ cluding not only renewables

the such as solar and wind but

‘es.  biofuels and other technol-

- ogies showing promise.

es, “The answer to the crisis

IS is to separate completely

ests  from that reliance,” she said.

d to Putnam said Hawaiian

ies  Electric is working to add

more renewable resources

n and battery storage to is-

ri- land grids in an effort to sta-

ex-  bilize rates for customers
and reduce depe;

57 Pendence on

oil for power generatio)
n.
don-  Since 2008, the utility has re-
duced its oi]

consumpti
d, by 113 milliop .5
-53; i~ about 25%., Ao
% Rapkoch said Hawaii is on
g a:lk toward Teaching its
" go of 1'00% reénewable en-
o ;‘gy by 2045, The state is
. €losing in o 40%, she said,
i e Events like this remind
: ov‘l,e should not e the
o DT ;lzrbial foot off of the gas
erest goal) ”(tr Privki i
carty 508 l) she saiq “And, yes,

0
est

an iy loo;:z,m“e"e' but we will be

lered ang mg 10 new technologles

ations to get

Ar0ss the finish line,”

CAMPA] Particularly generous
GN were officials with Prospac
Holdings, a company that
completed the Azure Ala
Moana condo tower in Sep-
expenditures are lawful and  tember but had a rough

transparent. time getting approvals from

“The Campaign Spending the Honolulu City Council
Commission is committed after presenting an initial
to maintaining integrity and plan in 2017,
transparency in political According to commission
campaigns by making sure  data, two company assis-
everyone has the opportu-  tant directors, Cheng Wei
nity to ‘follow the money’ Chen and Michelle Lin, gave
that finances the cam- Caldwell's campaign $6,000
paigns of local candidates,”  in November. as did com-
the commission states on pany manager Richard
its website. Stack.

Public confidence in local Two other Prospac offi-
elected officials was shaken  cials contributed to Cald-
earlier this month by a brib-  well’s campaign twice, with
ery case brought by federal - project manager Daniel
agents involving Milton J. Simonich giving $1,000 in
Choy, a wastewater treat- 2017 followed by $5,000in
ment and industrial ma- November, and executive
chinery executive who Limin Xu contributing
delivered unreported cash ~ $2,000 and $4.000 in the
and other gifts to a pair of same timeframe.
state lawmakers — J. Kalani Other concentrations of
English, who stepped down contributors aiming to help
last year, and Ty J.K. Cullen, ~Caldwell become governor
who resigned earlier this include six attorneys from
month. Both have pleaded  the local firm Imanaka
guilty to charges. Asato LLLC, who each gave

Choy also made numer-  between $500 and $5,923:
ous disclosed campaign seven members of commer-
contributions to dozens of  cial and residential real es-
Hawaii politicians over the  tate development firm MW
years. In the ongoing gover-  Group, who each gave be-
nor’s race, Caldwell re- tween $1,000 and $4,000;
ceived the maximum $6,000 and 10 members of archi-
from Choy. tecture and engineering

In another pending firm Bowers + Kubota, who
criminal case, officials with  each gave between $1,000
Hawaii-based defense con-  and $1,755.
tractor Martin Defense Very broadly, Caldwell's
Group LLC, formerly known campaign has drawn contri-
as Navatek LLC, are butions largely from busi-
charged with making illegal ness people in fields related
campaign contributionsto  to construction, real estate
a member of Congress from development, law and
Maine. Two Martin Defense  banking. A fair number of
executives charged inthat  current and former city
case, Martin Kao and Clif- workers also have chipped
ford Chen, each contrib- in, among many others.
uted $6,000 to Green'’s Cayetano, co-founder
campaign. and longtime president of

Neal Milner, retired Uni-  Hawaii’s largest commer-
versity of Hawaii political cial laundry business,
science professor, saidit's  started her campaign in
not possible to know how September and has re-
clean politics are from look- ceived 222 donations
ing just at who contributes  amounting to $473,199, or
legally to campaigns, but $2,132 on average. Caye-

Continued from Al

there is a largely held pub-  tano, whose husband, Ben,
lic belief that many contrib- was governor from 1994 te
utors expect at least a 2002, is also partly self-fi-
general benefit if a certain  nancing her campaign with
candidate wins. $350,000 she provided as a
“People want to know loan.
who are the big shots giving ~ The biggest donors to
money, and what do they Cayetano’s campaign in-
want,” he said. clude members of the fam-
Caldwell, whose termas  ily that owns ABC Stores.
Honolulu mayor ended 14 Paul, Lisa, Thomas and Mi
months ago, has bee;;nk— mﬂl the maxi-
in campaign contribu- 000, *
‘33,,. for the %‘ﬂw i Glmlh-m::’t
longest : a largel :
race the long e

~ail. 1, «UsU. WOorkers clad in
hazmat suits washed and dis-
infected the stalls,

cials each gave between
$500 and $4,000. An Island
Insurance political action
committee also gave $3,000.

Green, Hawaii’s lieu-
tenant governor and a
physician on Hawaii island,
has received 1,071 contri-
butions totaling nearly
$1.7 million, or $1,568 on
average,

Green's campaign has
a heavy dose of support
from health care industry
representatives, including
companies, physicians,
physicians assistants and
nurses, mixed in with the
more usual industries
to which many donors
belong. ‘

* Hawaii’s medical mar H
juana industry is amorig the"

health care sector contribu="
tors. Noa Botanicals, Lau
Ola LLC and Green Aloha
Ltd. all gave the maximum
$6,000. The CEO of a fourth
such company, David Cole
of Maui Grown Therapies,
also gave the legal limit, as
did Cole’s wife, Margaret.
Christopher Cole, director
of product development for
Maui Grown Therapies,
contributed $3,000.

Green also has attracted
concentrations of dona-
tions from within compa-
nies. For instance, 10
officials with First Hawaiian
Bank each gave between
$2,000 and $6,000.

In addition to the large
health care sector repre-
sentation among donors,
Green’s campaign is unlike
that of his two biggest ri-
vals in that nearly a third of
Green'’s contributions came
from mainland donors.
Caldwell and Cayetano
campaign financing is con-
siderably more dominated
by local donors.

The vast majority of con-
tributors to all three cam-
paigns were individuals,
including some who gave
aslitleas $100. & "*

Some contn'bu?ﬁ c n
gave to all three
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